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have you read this Owner’s Manual? 





j ALWAYS USE THE SAFETY 




HOW TO ASSEMBLE 
THE FRANCHI 48/AL 



Eveiything on the Model 48/AL can be done with the safety "on safe" so 
keep the safety "on safe" at all times until the moment of firing, to help pro- 
fcsct against accidental firing and possible injury or death to yourself or 
others. 

Your Model 48/AL has a cross-bolt safety, just behind the trigger, mounted 
in the trigger guard. Push it to the LEFT TO FIRE and lo the RIGHT FOR "ON 
SAFE". 




LEFT SIDE OF SHOTGUN 



RIGHT SIDE OF SHOTGUN 



When it is “off safe" you can see a red band on the left side of the safely. 
When It is "on safe" the red band is inside the trigger guard where you 
cannot see it, 



DON'T RELY ON YOUR SAFETY 

Treat ©very gun like it can fire at any time, even wiihout touching the 
trigger. The “safety" on a gun is a mechanical device, which, like any 
device, carr stop> working at the worst possible time. Besides, by mistake, 
the safely may be "off" when you think it is "on". The safety adds to prop- 
er gun handling, but cannot serve as a substitute for common sense. 
You should newer handle a gun carelessly and assume that it won't fire 
just because the "safety is on". 



Your shotgun is packed with the barrel disassembled. Before assembiing the gun, check the 
barrel to be sure the bore is free of anyttiing that could biock i! during firing. Pieces of 
stv^ofoom, the magazine plug, a heavy buildup of oil. or other obstruction couid cause a 




bulged barre! or even o burst barrel when you fire the shotgun. 



1 . To ccxitrc^ the recoil spring, grip ttie bottom ot ; 

the forend and pul! back toward the receiver. 

Unscrev/ the forend cap. Slowly slide the 
forend otf the magazine tiibe. "Hie recoil 
spring wilt stay on the tubs. ^ 

DO NOT SQUEEZE ON THE OPEN PART OF THE FOREND. 

THIS IS THE MOST COMMON WAY OF CRACKING THE WOOD. 



2. Open the bolt by pulling bock on the operating handle 
ur^til the bolt locks open. Be careful not to let the bolt slip. 
If it skims into the front of the receiver without the barrel in 
ploce, it can permanently damage the receiver, 

3- Fit ttie guide collar of the barrel over the end of the 
imogazine tube. Slide it back until the end of the barrel is 





inside the receiver, and the guide coiiar stops against th© 
ftictioi^ ring. Take a firm grip near tl)e muzzle of the barrel 
and carefully pull back, cormpressing th© recoil spring. 




When th© barrel rails reach the 
receiver, line them up with their 
tracks and pull the barrel back 
into th© receiver. 




5. Heading tf->e borrei In ptace, slide the forend onto the magazine tube. Be sure the narrow 
wood rim at th© rear of th© forerto Is fitted inside its recess in th© receiver, if it is not, the 
forend may crock during firing. 




6. Screw th© forend cap on fight. This holds ttie shotgun together, so ctieck It from firr^e to lime 
to be sure it stays tight, HOWEVER, DO NOT USE TOOLS TO TIGHTEN IT, 




HOW I'O SB 

THE RECOIL GOVERNOR 



Your Model 48/AL Is recoil-operated. To erisure reliable semlautoinafic opera- 
tion It must be firmly supported by your shoulder when you fire. If you fire it with 
a relaxed shoulder, or from flie hip, it will not hove enough resistance to Itie re- 
coil to ensure reliable ejection and reloading, Also, check the governor ring to 
be sure it is not set for heavy loads when you are shooting light loads. 



The governor ring lets you use both light and heavy loads. It tightens the friction ring 
for King heavy loads. Or when reversed it allows the friction ring to slide more freely 
for light loads. You must adjust it to suit the amrnunition you are using. 

When it is set corrediy the governor ring; 

1 . Gives reliable serniautomotic operation of the 48/AL, 

2. Reduces the amount of recoil you feet 

3. Prevents excessive recoil from abusing your shotgun. 

Remove the forend and baiiel from the shotgun. 

Slide ttie friction spring and friction ring off the magazine tube. 

The governor ring has one side that is flat and one side toot is bevelled or cham- 
fered inward, 

FOR HEAVY LOADS — BEVELLED SIDE FORWARD 

When the bevelled side is forward, toward the friction ring, the friction ring aives 
iTiore resistance during firing, so you can fire heavy field loads, buckshot and slugs 
withoui- feeling as much recoil. Using this setting also lets you use heavy loads over 
the yeors while protecting your shotgun from wear. 




MAGAZINE TUBE 



FBICTION RING 
(BRASS, COLORED) 



GOVERWOR RING WITH 
BElfSLLEO SIDE FORWARL 
FOR LOADS 



FRICTION SPRING 
(BLUED STEEL) 



FORWARD 
TOWARD 
MUZZLE — 



You will feel less recoil when you use the setting for heavy loads. As long as the 
gun works reliably you should use the heavy load setting. Change to the light 
load se tting o nly ^^u tre shooting loads that do not give reliable ejection. 



DO NOf Ofl THI MAGA2INI fOgl. file magazine tube must always be 
clean and dry. WIPE IT DW AFTCR CUANiN© 



FOR LIGHT LOADS — FLAT SIDF. FORWARD 

When the flat side is forward, toward the friction ring, the friction ring slides more 
easily on the magazine tube. Set the governor ring this way when using light loads 
or target loads. 



MAGAZINE TUB! 



(BRASS, COlOSiD) 












fb.- 



“ ' ■ w ' 



RECOIL SPRING GOVERNOR RING WITH FRICTION SPRING 
FLAT SIDE FORWARD (BLUED STEEL) 

FOR LIGHT LOADS 



FORWAiD 

TOWARD 

MUZZLE 



turn the governor ring to face the way you want, one! put it back on the magazine 
tube next to the recoil spring. 

Slide the friction ring onto the magazine tube. 

Slip the friction spring onto the magazine tube, and press It onto the friction ring until 
it is centered on the friction ting. 



DO NOT FIRE THE MODEL 48/AL WITHOUT THE FRICTION RING AND SPRING IN 
PIACF-. If you do. you will feel greatly increased recoil, and the severe shock to 
the action will damage five shotgun. BEFORE REASSEMBLING THE FOREND, I OOK 
TO BE SURE YOU PUT THE FRICTION RING AND SPRING BACK ON THF MAG/\Z1NE 
TUBE. 



Reassemble the bari'el and forend. 




AMMUNITION 



Because of the dangers of poor or nonexistent qualily control standards among 
some companies and people who make reloaded ammunition, and the well 
known fact that dangerous overloads and underloads (squib loads) sometimes 
occur, we recommerrd that only good quality factor/ ammunition be fired in our 
products, if you prepare your own handloads do not exceed recommended pres- 
sures in line with those generated by standard factory loads as manufactared by 
Remington, Winchester, Federal or other reputable companies. 







HOW TO LOAD 



Before loading with live ammunition, read the rest of this manual so you understand 
how to handle the firearm safely, Read the "AMMUNITION" section again before 
loading any ammunition into this firearm. 



i LEARN THIS FIRST! The model 48/AL only feeds shells from the magazine when it ! 
is fired. You cannot load the chamber by loading the magazine and then j 
manually operating the bolt. | 

Pul fl'iQ sately "on sate , 

Hold the gun upside down, with your finger on the carrier latch butlon, 

PRESSING THE CARRIER tUXTCH BUTTON CLOSES THE BOLT. BE CAREFUL TO AVOID 
BEING STRUCK BY THE OPERATING HANDLE OR PINCHED BY THE CLOSING BOLT. 

Press the carrier latch button and hold it in. 




With a 2-3/4" shell (or 3" if you own the Magnum model), push down on Ihe carrier 
and push the shell foiward into the magazine. Be sure you push if all the way in. 
Repeat this until the magazine is full (2 shells with the magazine plug installed, or 4 
shells without the plug). 

Turn the shotgun right side up. 

Pull back on the operating handle until you feel and hear the bolt lock open. 



t 



1 



I 

Put a shell into the receiver. You do not have to get into the chamber of the barrel 
Just drop it Into the receiver. 

Press the earner latch button on the left side of the receiver to close the bolt 
WARNING; THE GUN IS NOW LOADED AND READY TO FIRE. KEEP IT POINTED IN A SAf E 
DIRECTION. REMEMBER: DO NOT RELY ON THE SAFETY AS A SUBSTITUTE 
FOR SAFE GUN HANDLING. 

The Model 48/AL uses only 2-3/4" shells (birdshot, buckshot, slug or magnum). Only 
the Model 48/AL tviagnum model is chambered for 3" shells, allowing the use of both 
2-3/4" and 3" shells. 





HOW TO FIRE 



Keep the safety "on safe". 

The recoil-operated action will not work if you fire from the hip or frotm a relaxed- 
shoulder stance. You must give the shotgun tirm support during firing. If the gun 
moves too freely during recoil, it absorbs too much of the recoil needed to work the 
semiautomiatic mechanism. 

There ore only 2 main reasons for failure to eject or failure to feed; 

1 . Governor ring is set for heavy loads when firing light loads. 

To CORRECT THIS see Section 3. 

2. Shooter is not giving firm resistance to recoil. 

To CORRECT THIS adopt a good stance and shoot from the shoulder. 

Keep your finger oft the trigger and out of the trigger guord. 

Select a safe firing area with a backstop or clear zone for falling shot. 

Push ihe safety to "off safe". 

THINK! What will you HIT if you MISS the target? 

Aim and squeeze the trigger to fire. 




HOW TO UNLOAD 



Keep Hie safety "on safe". 

Pull the operating handle back until the bolt locks open. This removes the shell from 
the chamber. 

THERE ARE 2 WAYS TO UNLOAD THE MAGAZINE; 

1 . Hold the bolt open with one hand, 

Press the carrier latch button, (this releases the bolt so keep a good grip on the 
operating handle.) 

Flip the carrier up and reach in with your finger. 

Press ti ie shell latch, which is left of the shell head (you can see it holding the rim 
of the shell), and one by one the shells will come out of the magazine, 





2. Close ttse bolt after checking to be sure 
the chamber is empty. 

Follow the same steps as in No. 1 . 

You will find that you hove to wiggle the 
shell up and down a little to get it past 
the front lip of the carrier. 

Doing it this way means you do not have 
to hold the bolt open. 



CARRIER 

LATCH 

BUTTON 




HOW 1 0 PLUG 
TI-IE MAGAZINE 

DON'T MAKE AN f£ASY JOB HARD! THERE ARE MANY WROM© VYAYS TO PLU' THE PLUG 
IN. NONE OF fWM WOiK. HERE'S HOW TO DO IT RIGHT, 

WEAR EYE PROTECTION. The magazine spring is under tension, it can fly out and 
pierce the eye, causing BLINDNESS. 

Unscrew itie forend cap, and remove the forend and barrel. Notice the thin steel 
walls of the magazine tube. BE CAREFUL NOT TO BEND THEM OR DAIVIAGE THE 
THREADS, 

You can see the magazine spring retaining ring and magazine spring inside the 
tube. The retaining ring keeps the spring in the lube. When you remove It, the spring 
(which is LONG and STRONG) will be free to expand out of the tube. BE CAREFUL. 
With a hooked tool or screwdriver, gently pull or pry the retaining ring osit of the 
magazine tube. You will need the retaining ring again later so USE YOUR FREE HAND 
TO CONTROL IT AND THE MAGAZINE SPRING AS YOU REMOVE THE RETAINING RING, 
so you do not lose it. 

Keep the magazine spring in the tube. 






Put the long narrow part of the magazine plug in the end of the magazine spring, 
so lt« wide end of the plug rests against Ihe end of the spring. 




Push the plug and spring into the tube, if the wide pari of the plug does not fit easily 
into the tube you may hove to trim ttie sharp shoulder edge a little. It may also need 
to be tapped in carefully wilh o plastic or rubber mallet. 

MAGAZINE SPRING 
RETAINING RING (BACKWARDS) 

/ 



Replace th© retaining ring. If you cannot compress it enough to Install it right side 
up, you may turn it over. The rounded shoulders will help you press it into the tube. 

Be sure you replace the retaining ring. If you do not, the magazine spring may fly 
out whenever you remove the forend cap, possibly injuring you or others. 

If you lose the retaining ring you con get a new one by sending $4.00 (specifly 12 
go, or 20 go.) to AMERICAN ARMS, INC,, 715 E. ARtviOUR RD„ N, KANSAS CilY, 
MISSOURI 641 16. 



MAGAZINE SPRING 
RETAINING RING 





1 



■i FIELD STRIPPING 
.1^ AND MAINTENANCE 



DISASSEMBLY 

Open the bolt by pulling back on the operating handle until you feel and hear the 
bolt lock in its rearward position, 

Look in the chamber and magazine to be sure the sholgun is unloaded. 

Grip the barrel and pull back toward the receiver. 

Unscrew the forend cap. 



Slide the forend forward off the magazine tube. BE CAREFUL NOT TO SQUEEZE THE 




OPEN PART OF THE WOOD, OR YOU WILL CRACK THE FOREND. 
Ease the tension on the barrel and remove it. 



TAKE A FIRM GRIP ON THE OPERATING HANDLE. USE CAUTION SO 
IT DOES NOT SLIP FROM YOUR GRASP, PRESS THE CARRIER LATCH 
BUTTON ON THE LER SIDE OF THE RECEIVER AND SLOWLY CLOSE 
THE BOLT, DO NOT LET THE BOLT SLAM FORWARD WITHOUT THE 
BARREL SECURELY IN PLACE. PERMANENT DAMAGE TO THE RE- 
CEIVER COULD RESULT. 



Remove the friction rings and recoil spring from the magazine tube. 




Remove the trigger assembly by using a proper size punch to drive out the two re- 
taining pins. Disassembly of the trigger mechanism is not recommended and not 
necessary for cleaning. 




Looking into the receiver you see the bottom of the bolt assembly and the iong 
double-rail link. The rear of the ling fits info Ihe follower for the action spring. The ac- 
tion spring can be seen going back into the stock. 

Press the action spring follower back and release the link. Slide the bolt back and 
let ihe operating handle slip out of its slot. WATCH HOW THEY COME APART! You will 
be trying to figure out how to get them back together in a few minutes. 

Use ihe link to slid© the bolt forward again. Then press down and forward on the link 
to push the bolt assembly out of the receiver. 

Remove the operating handle. 



r NO MORE DISASSEMBLY IS NEEDED OR RECOMMENDED. DO NOT TAKE APART THE 



I TRIGGER ASSEMBLY OR BOLT ASSEMBLY. DO NOT TRY TO REMOVE THE MAGAZINE 
I TUBE OR THE ACTION SPRING ASSEMBLY. 





FIELD STRIPPING AND MAINTENANCE 

(continued) 



WARNINGS 

READ THIS AND BE A SAFE SHOOTER 



KEEP IHI iyw STOCK TIGHT 

A long bolt through the butt stock fastens it to the receiver. This bolt sometimes works 
loose a little bit, due to the recoil action of the shotgun. 

A LOOSE STOCK IS THE MOST COMMON CAUSE OF A CRACKED OR CHIPPED STOCK 
WHERE IT JOINS THE RECEIVER. TO KEEP YOUR STOCK FROM CRACKING OR CHIPPING 

KEEP IT TIGHT. 



Check the tightness every 100-200 shots. During hunt- 
ing seasons or other times of heavy use, check the 
stock bolt itself to be sure it stays tight. 

Unscrew one butt plate screw all the way, and loosen 
the other screw a few turns. 

Swing the butt plate aside and tighten the stock bolt 
with a large screwdriver or long neck socket wrench. 



CLEANING 

Use nitro solvent and a light gun oil to clean and lubricate the bore, Cleon the bolt 
assembly and upper receiver with solvent, then apply a light coot of oil. 

A small brush will work better than a cleaning patch in some areas, such as the re- 
ceiver and the trigger group, 

Too much oil con eventually become gummy and cause sticking of parts and mal- 
functions. You must oil the steel surfaces to guard against rust, but do so sparingly. 




Never point a gun at any person or thing you don't intend to shoot. 

Treat every gun as if it is loaded... all the time. 

Get instructions from a competent firearms instructor before using any gun. 

Never rely on a gun's "safety'' to protect you from unsafe gun handling. A safely is 
only a mechanical device, not a substitute for common sense. 

Keep your finger off the trigger until you are actually aiming at the target ready to 
shoot. 

Be certain the gun Is unloaded before cleaning. 

Always empty guns before entering a house, car, truck, boat, RV, camp or any 
building. 

Never leave a loaded gun unattended. 

Store guns and ammunition separately beyond the reach of children. 

Don't "test the safety" by pulling the trigger while the safely Is on. 

Don't try to change your gun's trigger pull, because alterations of trigger pull usually 
affect sear engagement and may cause accidental firing. 

If you do drop your gun, unload it and check it for proper function before using It 
again, 

Always wear fluorescent orange vest, hat or Jacket when in the woods or fields, 

If a gun foils to fire when trigger is pulled, keep it pointed at target for at least 30 
seconds. Sometimes slow primer ignition will cause a "hang fire" and the cartridge 
will go off after a short pause. 

Never leave a gun where it could fall and fire. 



REASSEMBLY 

Put the bolt part way back into the receiver. Put the operating handle in through the 
ejection port. Fit them together. 

Push the link down, press bock on the operating spring, and fit the end of the link 
into the recess of the operating spring follower. 

Slide the trigger assembly into the receiver and replace the pins. 

Sections 2 and 3 of this manual show how to finish reassembly. 



WARNING 

ANY BORE OBSTRUCTION, EVEN IF IT IS ONLY PARTLY BLOCKED, MAY CAUSE THE FIRE- 
ARM TO BLOW UP IF IT IS FIRED, OR MAY CAUSE DAMAGE TO THE GUN SUCH AS A 
BULGED BARREL. TO AVOID INJURY OR DEATH TO THE SHOOTER OR BYSTANDERS, 
CHECK THE BARREL BEFORE SHOOTING OR IF A SHOT DOES NOT SOUND NORMAL. 

Keep fhe barrel bore and chambers free of any obstruction or blockage. Heavy oil 
or grease, dirt, or even snow can be dangerous. If you hear a weak or peculiar shot 
when firing, immediately stop firing. Unload the firearm and check the barrel. 
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